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1 . IN DELIVERING SECDEP BROWN’S LETTER TO MINISTER LEBER 
(REF A), EMBOFF TOOK THE OCCASION TO ASK ABOUT MINISTER 
LEBER'S DISCUSSIONS WITH PRENCH DEPENSE MINISTER BOURGES 
CONCERNING THE PUTURE OP THE NATO AEW PROGRAM. DR. MARTIN 
BLOCH, LEBER'S PERSONAL ASSISTANT, TOLD US THAT MINISTER 
BOURGES HAD TOLD LEBER THAT FRANCE DID NOT BELIEVE THE 
EPG SHOULD TAKE UP AWACS. PRANCE, ITSELP, WOULD NOT 
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JOIN IN ANY MULTILATERAL AWACS PROGRAM. FINALLY, FRANCE 
MIGHT BE WILLING TO DEPLOY AN AWACS AIRCRAFT BUT ONLY 
UNDER FRENCH NATIONAL COMMAND. DR. BLOCH WAS LOATHE TO 
GO INTO FURTHER DETAILS, STATING MINISTER LEBER WOULD 
WANT TO DISCUSS THE MATTER PERSONALLY WITH SECDEF BROWN 
AT THE FORTHCOMING DPC MEETING. 

2. IN A SEPARATE DISCUSSION WITH ANOTHER FMOD OFFICIAL,HOWEVER 
WE WERE TOLD THAT BOURGES HAD INDICATED A DESIRE THAT 
FRANCE BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATO AEW PROGRAM. 

WHEN WE EXPRESSED SURPRISE, NOTING THAT FRANCE HAD BEEN 
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE ON MANY OCCASIONS, OUR SOURCE 
AGREED BUT REPEATED THAT THIS HAD BEEN A BOURGES COMMENT. 

HE WENT ON TO STATE THAT BOURGES HAD MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT ANY TYPE OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION WAS CONTINGENT 
UPON THE NATO AEW BEING EQUIPPED WITH THE FRENCH 
ENGINE. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: THESE SNIPPETS OF INFORMATION 
ARE NEITHER COMPLETE, CONSISTENT, NOR SATISFYING. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE TRANSMIT THEM IN HOPES THAT THEY WILL 
BE OF SOME USE TO EMBASSY PARIS OR TO SECRETARY BROWN 
IN PREPARING FOR THE DPC MINISTERIAL. END COMMENT. 

STOESSEL 
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